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The creation of a High Level Group on Competitiveness, Energy and the Environment was announced by the Commission in its Communication of 5th October 2005, “Implementing the Community Lisbon Programme: a policy framework to strengthen EU manufacturing - towards a more integrated approach for industrial policy”. It is part of seven announced or already established cross-sectoral initiatives aiming at addressing the common challenges across groupings of different industries in order to create long-term stable framework conditions for the different sectors. The Group has been set up by Commission Decision of 23rd December 2005 according to the rules established in the Communication C(2005)2817 and Commission Staff Working Document SEC(2005)1004 which set out the general rules and procedures applicable to  Commission expert groups (e.g. on structure, composition and terms of reference).

The overall purpose of the High Level Group is to foster greater coherence between competitiveness, energy and environmental policies. The main task of the group is to give advice to the Commission, as well as to policy makers and stakeholders on fostering the consistency of policy/legislative initiatives in the domains of competitiveness, energy and environmental policies through closer coordination. It will also advise on how to create a more stable and predictable regulatory framework in the policy areas concerned.

The group has only an advisory role with no other power. The High Level Group is not a comitology committee. It will not weaken the legislator’s capacity or restrict the Commission’s right of initiative. This is not an inter-institutional coordination or negotiation group. The Commission will not seek a formal position from the other Institutions involved and has no intention of by-passing the inter-institutional procedures foreseen in the Treaty.

The members of the group have been invited ad personam for their personal competence and responsibility in the areas of industry, energy and the environment. Even Ministers in the group do not represent their governments. The focus is on the voluntary personal contribution of knowledge and not on geographical distribution of the members of the group. In addition, the Commission has attempted to gather together those with a background in the specific fields to advise the Commission on how to find appropriate balances between public/private interests and also between civil society/industry interests, rather than looking at national interests or geographical balance. The group will gather information pertaining to the situation in the EU-25, inter alia through hearings and by collecting written material. That will ensure that the group’s advice is based on the actual situation in the EU-25.  The Commission is not planning to set up any other groups in this field.

There is no direct link between the group’s activities and new legislative initiatives. Moreover, according to the Better Regulation principles new initiatives must undergo an impact assessment. Such an impact assessment may indicate the need for addressing the needs of new Member States specific requirements and such impact assessments are completely beyond the scope of the group.

The High Level Group shall not duplicate the work of other groups, committees or fora that already exist and the group’s activities are not focussed on the Lisbon Strategy. As far as the Lisbon Strategy is concerned there are specific fora where the discussion on the ways to achieving its goals, including reviewing the National Reform Plans, is taking place. Regarding the goals of the Lisbon Strategy, there are no groups addressing separately the challenges specific to the EU-10 or the EU-15 Member States.
